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Hello Toastmasters!

May the road before you be filled with bumps and holes, so you'll enjoy the smooth road even more when you reach it.  Share these ideas with your clubs and wish them a smooth road. 

1) Volunteer to judge a high school speech contest - some service groups, such as Lions Club, VFW, or Optimists Clubs, sponsor high school speech contests.  Their members can't be judges, so they need judges.  By judging the contests, other service club members, high school participants, and their parents learn about Toastmasters.

2) Speak at the beginning of a city council or county commissioners meeting - Area 61 Governor Joe Velky recently spoke during the open mic time at the beginning of a Roseville City Council meeting.  Depending on the rules of the organization, speakers may have up to 3 minutes to talk about whatever they want.  Many city council meetings are recorded and played back on cable throughout the week, exposing Toastmasters to many people who may not be familiar with our organization.

3) Attend Area and Division Contests - whether you compete or not, encourage club members to attend contests.  Speakers need an audience, plus the contest organizer needs timers, ballot counter, Sgt. at Arms, and other assistance.  This is an excellent venue for new Toastmasters to observe some of our better speakers.

4) Publicize Area and Division contests - send a press release to your newspaper announcing the date, time and location of the contest.  You never know who may attend.  Then take pictures of the winners and send the picture along with a story with the results to their local papers. 

One correction and one clarification from the February issue: 

February 1) Get involved with the Speakers Bureau - Toastmasters interested in the District 39 Speakers Bureau, contact Brenda Roper, DTM at 916-265-6040 or email at d39speakersbureau@yahoo.com  The phone number last month was incorrect.

February 3) Write for a local newspaper - if you write an article for a newspaper, you can cite Toastmasters material.  For copyright reasons, you can't take a Toastmasters educational or leadership module (such as one of the Leadership Excellence or Better Speaker Series programs) and edit it to 500-600 words.  You can relate your own experiences and attribute parts to Toastmasters as the source of the info, but you can't edit a TM module for reprint.

This week's bonus tip is –

4.5 The "Transierran" - We're considering a final issue this year in June. I want another article from each Division Governor about member successes stories you've encountered in past year.  Who in your area has had their lives changed because of Toastmasters?  Share their story with our members. 

"Good things come to those who wait, but only what's left by those who hustle."  -- Abraham Lincoln

Until next time,
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