District 39

Toastmasters

CELEBRATING 80 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

Meet Toastmaster s |nternational President,
Jon Greiner, DTM

Toastmasters has the power to change peoplelives, and
Jon Greiner knows first hand because Toastmasters
helped to change hislife. Raised in asmall Kansas
town, Greiner didn’t have many opportunities to build
his communication or people skills. After being hired
by Caterpillar to work in technical areas, he found
making presentations difficult.

In 1972, afriend invited Greiner to a Toastmasters
meeting in Decatur, IL. The positive environment and
professionalism was different from what he
experienced in high school and college public
speaking, so Greiner joined. He soon redlized that
better opportunities for success at Caterpillar existed in
non-technical areas of the company, but he needed
improvement in his presentation skills.

Greiner says, “ Communication skills are the foundation
for leadership. Before we can lead, we must be able to
persuade and inspire other to act.”

(continued on page 2)
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1. MEET TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL

PRESIDENT, JON GREINER, DTM

2. INTRODUCING DIsTRICT 39 GOVERNOR,
JENNIFER NORMINGTON, DTM

3. WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ... JOHN BONNETT

4. CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Introducing District 39 Governor,
Jennifer Normington, DTM

“Define Your Character” is the 2004-2005 theme for
District Governor Jennifer Normington. Most
Toastmasters do not know much about their District
officers unless that officer is a member of their club(s)
or see them frequently.

Jennifer is a 4" generation Californian who has lived on
both coasts of the United States as well as Great
Britain. She graduated from the University of California
at Santa Barbara, holding two bachelor degrees, one in
English Literature (with an emphasis in Shakespeare)
and one in Dance. Like many Americans today, she
has had a variety of careers, including casino/hotel
management, realtor/property manager and even
served as Executive Assistant to Nevada's State
Controller. Currently, she is the Convention Services
Coordinator for the Airport Plaza Hotel in Reno, NV. In
her spare time, Jennifer writes historical romance
novels. She enjoys snow skiing, travel, reading,
visiting museums, going to the movies and spending
time with her family.

Jennifer joined Toastmasters International in February
1998 at the behest of her [then] real estate broker,
Margaret Bird. The broker’s axiom, “if you can't talk to
people, you can't sell houses”. Like many
Toastmasters, Jennifer has been a member of several
different clubs. Her home club, “We, the People”, is a
politically themed club which discusses politics and
current events. She has served as an Area Governor,
Division Governor (twice), LT Governor of Marketing,
LT Governor of Education & Training and was elected
District Governor in May 2004 for District 39. Jennifer
is the youngest District Governor in the history of
District 39, and the first District Governor from Division
B since Renate Daniels in 1985-1986. She chose
“Define Your Character” as her theme since it speaks
to every person at every level of the organization.




Your 2004-2005 District Leadership Team
[-r: Larry Ducommun, PRO, Sheri Pulis, LT Gov
Marketing, Jackie Bates, LT Gov Education and
Training, Jennifer Normington, District Governor

(continued from page 1)

District 39 Fall Conference—The President is
Coming, the President is Coming

Meet Toastmasters International President Jon
Greiner, DTM at the 2004 District 39 Fall Conference
on November 12 and 13 at U.C. Davis. Thisisthe
first visit to District 39 by the Toastmasters
International president, since Len Jury attended the
conferencein 1999. Individual and club registration
forms are on the district website (www.district39.org).

Friday, November 12: Enjoy an evening of fun and
entertainment to kickoff the conference. A social and
roaring 20@mystery will be held at the Alumni Center
(across from the Mondavi Center).

Saturday, November 13: Meals and contests will bein
Freeborn Hall, and theeducationa sessionswill bein
Memoria Union (across from Freeborn Hall).

Support your division's Humorous speech and table
topics contestant at the conference. Also, stay tuned
for information about the Communication and
Leadership award recipient. The District 39 Fall
Conferenceis your opportunity to “ Define Your
Character” and show it to the International President.

“Real communication is impossible without
listening.” -- Ralph C. Smedley

The combination of communication and leadership
training in Toastmasters opened opportunities for
advancement with the company that weren't available
to him prior to Toastmasters. In onejob early in his
career with Caterpillar, Greiner used his Toastmaster
skillsto successfully and effectively communicate
with customers' superiors, providing a stepping stone
for promotion. By staying active for the past 32 years,
Greiner has learned that communication and
leadership are interconnected. Today Greiner isthe
Global Product Support Manager for Caterpillar’s
Global Mining Divison. He works with diverse
groups around the world, from customers to dealersto
Caterpillar executives, to implement the strategic plan
for the mining division.

“Changing Lives, One at a Time” is histheme for
2004-2005. Because of his personal experience and
seeing the changes in people, it was clear to Greiner
that the result of Toastmastersis a changed individual.
“Toastmasters provides a step-by-step template, the
Communication and Leadership program, for changing
lives. Let’stake advantage of it to help ourselves and
others become the best we can be.”

Jon Greiner, DTM will attend the District 39 Fall
Conference on November 12 and 13 at UC Davis.
Here is your opportunity to talk with the Toastmasters
International President and share your story of how
Toastmasters has changed your life.

(excerpted from Toastmaster magazine , September 2004)

Jon Greiner, DTM
President, Toastmasters International




Whatever Happened to ... John Bonnett
by Ruth Maloney, DTM

John R. Bonnett moved to Ohio on November 26,
1998, almost 6 years ago. John was a member of the
Sacramento Solos, Aerospace Toastmasters (a
McClellan AFB club) and Excellent Eagles (a PR club)
John held every office except President and Sgt-at-
Arms.

His words of the day and his agenda when
Toastmaster were of highest quality...meaning the
paper, the graphics, and the content. Sacramento
Solos has a unique timing light that John made when
the previous one was stolen.

| first met John when | was PRO for District 39,
fortunately for the District. John was the Trans-Sierran
Editor for 5 years, 1993-1998, so knew how to do a
newsletter. John had won awards in his graphics
class. Often times we would be working until 1 or 2 in
the morning to get the "right" sentence structure or
graphics for the newsletter.

Because of his expertise, he was the graphics chair for
the District Conference, working with Pam Armas and
Herb Long. John was pleased with the program he
designed for the District.

When McClellan AFB closed, John transferred to the
Wright-Patterson AFB in Ohio where he currently
works for the F/A-22 System Program Office, sees his
girl friend,and rides his Honda ST 1300 motorcycle.
However, always improving himself, John qualified
and was approved for a special long-term, full-time
training opportunity at the University of Dayton where
he will earn his masters degree in Engineering
Management Science. So at this time, he is actually
working harder at school work then he would be if he
HAD to go to work...which he doesn®have to as the
government has given him a paid "sabbatical.”

John is a charter member of the Tarmac Toastmaster
Club, #8187, District 40 His club was Select
Distinguished last year.

We miss John and wish him the best in Ohio.

How to Build (and Rebuild) Club

Membership
by Gary Schmidt, DTM
International Director Region 1

The Two Essential Questions about membership
growth that your club members need to ask are:
1) Does your club want to be a strong, vibrant,
successful club?
2) Are there members of your club willing to do
the work to make that happen?

If the answer is “YES” to both questions, then nothing
can stop your club from achieving success. The next
two steps to build your membership are finding guests
and turning guests into members.

Finding Guests:

*Send invitations

*Target industries (professional organizations, non-
profits, etc)

*Create a club website

*Ask friends and associates to visit

*Distribute Toastmaster magazine and Toastmaster
brochures

*Hang up flyers

*Wear your Toastmasters pin

*Ask District officers for help

Turning Guests to Members:

*The most important way: make guests feel welcome
and wanted

*Assume guests want to join

*Talk to the guest before the meeting to learn about
their skill level

*Have a great meeting, regardless of the turnout
*Always conduct a meeting, regardless of the turnout
*Have guests involved in the meeting

*Promote the benefits of your club (if the membership
is small, the benefits are increased speaking
opportunities in a small environment)

*Prepare a guest packet with club information and
contact numbers

*Ask the guest to join

*Collect contact information from every guest

*Send a follow up thank you note or phone call to
every guest.

“The very essence of leadership is that you have
to have vision. You can’t blow an uncertain
trumpet.” -- Theodore M. Hesburgh

Management Lesson
A crow was sitting on a tree, doing nothing all day. A small
rabbit saw the crow, and asked him, "Can | also sit like you
and do nothing all day long?" The crow answered: "Sure,
why not." So, the rabbit sat on the ground below the crow,
and rested. All of a sudden, a fox appeared, jumped on the
rabbit and ate it.

Management Learning: To be sitting and doing nothing, you
must be sitting very, very high up. -- Anonymous




Calendar of Events Jokes from AHAJokes.com

Recently our speaker had to discontinue several of
his long talks on account of his throat. Several
people threatened to cut it.

Nov 12-13 District 39 Fall Conference, UC Davis
See page 2 for information

Dec 4 Executive Committee Mtg, County Board

Chambers, 700 H St, Sacramento, 9:30am

Dec 4 Toastmasters Leadership Institute, County
Board Chambers, 700 H St, Sacramento, The names "Toastmasters International”, "Toastmasters",
10:30am and the Toastmasters International emblem are trademarks
protected in the United States, Canada, and other countries
Jan 8 Toastmasters Leadership Institute, County where Toastmasters Clubs exist. Unauthorized use is
Board Chambers, 700 H St, Sacramento, prohibited.
9:30am
Jan 14-15 District Officers Mid-Year Training,

E , 0 i
ugene, Oregon Newsletter co-editors are Don Johnson, DTM, PDG 99-00

Jan 29 Club Presidents’ Recognition Event and Ruth Maloney, DTM, PDG 00-01. If you have any
guestions or suggestions about this newsletter you can
Jan 30 -Feb5 Toastmasters Week — Suggested Open contact them viae-mail at dongoose@aol.com or
House for Clubs rmaloney @inreach.com.

Do you need additional copies of the newdletter for some of

“The leadership instinct you are born with is the your newer club members not yet on our mailing list? This
backbone. You develop the funny bone and the newsletter is available on the District 39 website at
wishbone that go with it.” -- Elaine Agather http://www.district39.0rg where you can download it in

PDF format using Acrobat Reader and then print it out.
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