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Chief Justice Cantil-Sakauye Awarded Toastmasters International Communication and 

Leadership Award 

Filipina-American Chief Justice Shares Views on Leadership and Adversity 
 

SACRAMENTO, CA, November 13, 2014 – California Chief Justice Tani Gorre Cantil-

Sakauye received the 2014 Communication and Leadership Award from Toastmasters 

International District 39 on Saturday. The award was presented during the District 39 Fall 

Conference at the Crowne Plaza hotel in Sacramento.  
 

Cantil-Sakauye has been the chief justice of the California Supreme Court since January, 
2011, and in that role she also chairs the Judicial Council of California and the Commission 
on Judicial Appointments. Cantil-Sakauye is the first Asian-Filipina American to serve as 
California’s chief justice. 
 

Upon receiving the award, Cantil-Sakauye said the three keys to being a successful leader 
are carefully observing respected leaders to learn from them, refraining from making 
superficial judgments about other people, and behaving with civility.  
 

“It is always about being your genuine self with integrity and character, and acting at all 
times with civility and professionalism,” she said. 
 

She also commented on the obstacles she had to overcome, especially early in her career. 
“Being the only ethnic woman in the room, I was invisible,” she said. “Here’s the secret: you 
have to just keep showing up every day. For the next person that comes in, it makes their 
life a little easier.” 
 

Chief Justice Cantil-Sakauye also acknowledged the importance of Toastmasters 
International and its mission to empower individuals to become more effective 
communicators and leaders. “I am proud of you all for making the effort to practice these 
skills to communicate confidently and calmly under pressure,” she said. 
 

The Communication and Leadership Award is the highest award a non-Toastmaster can 
receive from a Toastmasters District and recognizes outstanding communicators and 
leaders in the community. 
 
About Toastmasters International 
Toastmasters International is a nonprofit educational organization that teaches public speaking 
and leadership skills through a worldwide network of meeting locations. Headquartered in 
Rancho Santa Margarita, California, the organization’s membership exceeds 292,000 in more 
than 14,350 clubs in 122 countries. Since 1924, Toastmasters International has helped people 
of all backgrounds become more confident in front of an audience. For information about local 
Toastmasters clubs, please visit www.toastmasters.org. 
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